This request for an opinion concerns two closely related problems arising from recent taxonomic decisions regarding species of the genus Micropolyspora Lechevalier, Solotorovsky, and McDurmont 1961 (Approved Lists of Bacterial Names, 1980). The genus Micropolyspora was erected to accommodate actinomycetes which form chains of spores on both the aerial and substrate mycelia. The type species Micropolyspora brevicatena Lechevalier, Solotorovsky, and McDurmont 1961 (Approved Lists, 1980), was based on two strains isolated from the sputa of patients who had undergone treatment for tuberculosis (28). Other actinomycetes with similar morphology were described by a number of workers, and by 1974 a total of eight species were listed in Bergey's Manual of Determinative Bacteriology (7). Subsequently, three additional species were proposed, and other specific names also appeared in the literature without formal descriptions. When the Ad Hoc Committee of the Judicial Commission of the International Committee on Systematic Bacteriology reviewed bacterial taxa in preparation for the Approved Lists of Bacterial Names (33), taxa were retained only if they were considered to be adequately described and if a type, neotype, or reference strain was available. Only the following five Micropolyspora species filled these criteria: Micropo lyspora angiospora, Micropolyspora brevicatena, Micropolyspora faeni, Micropolyspora internatus, and Microp o lyspora rectivirgula.
Although the genus Micropolyspora has remained essentially morphological in concept, the possession of wall chemotype IV, as defined by Lechevalier Definition of a type species presents further problems. M. angiospora and M . internatus are not well characterized, and it is possible that further studies could lead to reclassification of these organisms in other actinomycete genera (21, 23, 24). By contrast, the characteristics of M . faeni and M. rectivirgula have been fully described (3,7), and these two organisms clearly conform to the genus definition of Micropolyspora (8, 29). These two species, which were then named "Thermopolyspora polyspora' ' and " Thermopolyspora rectivirgula, " 
The epithet rectivirgula was first published in 1964 (18) for a species of "Thermopolyspora" on the basis of three isolates obtained from soils from the Pamirs and Spitzbergen. Colonies were described as colorless, yellowish, or faint yellow with no true pigmentation and had well-developed aerial mycelia that were pale yellow, dark cream, or sand color. The mycelium was nonseptate and did not fragment into bacteroid or coccal elements. Spores were formed by "separation of the tip of the conidiophores, by constriction or by cross walls" into straight chains up to 10 spores long on both aerial and substrate mycelia. The spores were spherical, oval, or oblong and 1.2 to 1.5 pm in diameter and had a smooth or tuberculate membrane. Subsequently (lo), septa were found, and spores were shown to be variable in shape. Transfer to Micropolyspora was proposed in 1970 by Prauser and Momirova (32). The species M . rectivirgula is known only by the three original isolates and perhaps two or three others, all from soil (3, 32), and has only rarely been referred to in publications. It has never been implicated in hypersensitivity pneumonitis.
The epithetfaeni was published in 1968 (9) for isolates that were obtained from hays associated with farmer's lung disease and were originally referred incorrectly to "Thermopolyspora polyspora" (6). In contrast to M . rectivirgula, M . faeni was described as having orangish yellow to yellowish brown colonies with white aerial mycelia. Although fragmentation of the vegetative mycelium was not observed, intercalary spores were sometimes present. Spore chains were usually up to five spores long and had a beaded appearance in stained preparations due to thick interspore pads. Spores were globose to oval, sometimes irregular, with a smooth membrane and 0.7 to 1.3 pm ldng. M . faeni has been isolated frequently, often in very large numbers, from moldy hays and similar substrates in most countries in Europe, east to Finland, Poland, Czechoslovakia, and Yugoslavia, and from the mycelium (3, 16, 22, 23, 32) . Also, when M.
fueni was described, the taxonomic position of "T. rectivirgula' ' was in doubt. Krassilnikov and co-workers (16, 17) had questioned the separate status of ' 'Thermopolyspora' ' and its distinction from Micropolyspora, but did not classify their new isolate with the specific epithet rectivirgula in the genus Micropolyspora either when they first described it (18) or when they subsequently studied it in more detail (16) . The other species placed in the genus "Thermopolyspora" by Krassilnikov and Agre (18), "Thermopolysporaflexuosa " was found to produce spores on the aerial mycelium only (4) and to resemble closely actinomycetes which were then still included in the genus Nocardia (madurae-pelletieri type) but which later formed the nucleus of the new genus Actinomadura Lechevalier and Lechevalier 1970. "T. flexuosa'' was also found to have chemotype 111 walls, as Actinomadura does, in contrast to the chemotype IV walls of the genus Micropolyspora (4). The chemotype IV wall composition of M . rectivirgula was only demonstrated subsequently (26) . Although , 1980) . Holmes (13) also argued that the epithet liquefaciens was well known to clinical microbiologists, whereas the epithet proteamaculans existed only for the type culture. On the basis of common usage of the epithet typhi and in order to minimize confusion in the literature, the Judicial Commission of the International Committee on Bacteriological Nomenclature again cited Principle 1 of the International Code (14) in support of their decision to conserve the epithet typhi over typhosa for the organism of typhoid (15) .
In consideration of these arguments, to maintain stable nomenclature for the organisms causing farmer's lung disease, which are well known to medical microbiologists, and to avoid confusion in the literature, especially in light of the misleading description of "T. 
